Antecedents of the Church's Public Reading of Scripture Public Reading in Judaism
There is little doubt that the formative background of the activity enjoined in 1 Timothy 4:13 is the practice in Judaism of public Scripture readings in the synagogue. 2 The New Testament gives us practically nothing in the way of information about the activity as it was carried out within the Christian communities. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. [reflecting presumably on a situation about B.C.E. 100] on the education of children;
Public Reading in Greco-Roman Society
Josephus, Against Apion, 2.178). 12 But in fact it is uncertain how far this program was carried out in practice.
While popularly the Greco-Roman culture is often described as a "literate culture," the actual degree of literacy was almost certainly rather low and limited (at least in the fullest and modern sense of "being literate"). 13 Providing some corrobo- when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the peoplemen, women, and children, as well as the aliens residing in your towns-so that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God and to observe diligently all the words of this law. 
